uveitis, and this volume gathers together the welter of extraneous information and moulds it into a pattern which is, perhaps, loose and tenuous, but nevertheless a pattern. The concept of the two broad classes of uveitisgranulomatous and non-granulomatousis carefully unfolded and the evidence for and against produced with candour. There follows a minute description of the many subdivisions of the two types of uveitis, with regard to their symptomatology and pathogenesis. There are chapters on uveitis due to viruses and an excellent dissertation on doubtful entities in non-granulomatous uveitis. The diagnosis of inflammation in the inner eye is often a problem of uncovering the etiological factor, and this aspect is given close attention. The final chapters deal wlth therapy.
There are 42 coloured plates prepared by the artist, Annette Smith Burgess, and these, together with 144 figures, make an attractive supplement on their own. The other appealing feature of this textbook is the exposition on the doubtful and difficult syndromes, and the honesty behind the admission of a mixed granulomatous and nongranulomatous uveitis in some cases.
Diagnostic Tests in Infants and Children by Hans Behrendt MD 2nd ed pp 617 112s 6d
London: Henry Kimpton 1962 A second edition of this book has been needed for a long time since it is the only major textbook devoted to pmediatric biochemistry. It fulfils a need and is undoubtedly a valuable publication, though the reviewer has a number of criticisms.
This book would benefit from a more critical appraisal of methods. It is unfortunate that no details are given of the ultra-micro techniques now coming into more frequent use and proving of such value in the study of the newborn.
Steatorrhoea in children is of great importance. Little discussion is devoted to fat balances, and the method given for the determination of fat in stools is now outmoded. A multiplicity ofmethods are given for the collection of sweat as an aid in the diagnosis of fibrocystic disease. Since the method employing iontophoresis of pilocarpine is so safe and efficient, it seems pointless to perpetuate the older. methods with their risks and inaccuracies.
Serum calcium values are dependent on the method employed. The range of normal values quoted could be misleading to a poediatrician, and a fuller account of normal ranges would be helpful.
The conduct of metabolic balances in children is difficult, but the. exclusion of this subject is unfortunate. So many diseases are ceasing to be of importance in paediatrics that increasing emphasis is being laid on metabolic diseases of all kinds. For the investigation of many of them, calcium, phosphorus and nitrogen balances are essential.
This book contains a valuable collection of references and is beautifully produced.
Smooth Muscle Tumors of the Alimentary Tract by John E Skandalakis MD FACS and Stephen W Gray PhD pp xiv+468 illustrated $17.50 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thonas 1962 The first 34 pages of this book give an interesting account of the musculature of the alimentary tract and the distribution of smooth muscle tissue. The authors speculate on the origin of smooth muscle tumours, and this section includes a short account of the experimental production of these tumours in animals.
Part II occupies 170 pages; it includes a very full review of the literature and deals with the tumours found in various portions of the alimentary tract. In each section the history, incidence, diagnosis and treatment are discussed. The difficulty of making an aesophagoscopic diagnosis in some cases of leiomyoma is rightly emphasized, and most surgeons with experience of the axsophagus would agree with the authors in preferring enucleation of these tumours, when possible, rather than partial aesophagectomy. Elsewhere in the alimentary tract, resection is the method of choice. Part III consists of case tables and bibliography. This is an interesting book which has been prepared with very great care, but although the authors in their own words have 'written to provide the surgeon, the internist, the general practitioner and the radiologist with an understanding of the natural history and behaviour of these benign and malignant neoplastic diseases', it is probably to the first and the last mentioned that this monograph will prove most useful. This book is beautifully produced and has an extensive bibliography; and, which is unusual, it has a brief summary at the end of most of the chapters. The subject matter delves deeply into the endocrinology and biochemistry of the testis and into the hormonal balance between the testis, the adrenal, and the pituitary glands, but quite understandably the day-to-day abnormalities of the testis are not considered in this monograph.
It is generally agreed that American medical education lays greater emphasis on biochemistry and allied subjects than does its British counter-part, and therefore it is probable that most British-trained clinicians will find this book hard going. However, even the most clinically minded reader will be rewarded by pieces of information which will enlighten and help him in the management and treatment of his patients; but if the reader hopes to find the answer to such problems as subfertility, the undescended testis or hypogonadism, he will be disappointed: a study of this book shows that, though research has shed much light on these subjects, a full understanding of them has yet to come. If, however, the clinician or research worker would like to discover the latest opinions on these problems, or on the hormonal theory of the 2tiology of testicular tumours, or on any of the other complex problems relative to the testis, he will find them fully set forth in Dr Wershub's book. In 1952, it was observed that a 4-year-old child in the hospital with miliary tuberculosis and hip disease improved dramatically after transfusion with fresh blood. From July 1953, all adult cases of bone and joint tuberculosis admitted for long-term treatment had the usual surgical and chemotherapeutic procedures supplemented by a regimen of repeated blood transfusion. Volumes of approximately 500 ml were given at intervals of four to eight weeks until quiescence of the infection was established. On the basis of the results presented for 63 cases, it is claimed that treatment by repeated blood transfusion has a definite infection-arresting and tissue-healing power, although it is thought that in certain circumstances repeated transfusion can increase toxaemia and the risk of secondary amyloidosis.
Evaluation of the results of this type of clinical investigation must ultimately depend on comparison with some form of control material, and it is disappointing to note that information with regard to control patients is completely absent from the present account. True, it is noted that the period of the investigation was marked by reduction in the average duration of hospitalization and by an increase in the number of patients regarded as 'improved' on discharge. Such passing comment, however, does not fill the need for adequate control information, and the author's claims cannot be regarded as established.
The Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine by Wilton Marion Krogman PhD LLD(hc) pp xxvi +337 illustrated £5 12s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 That the author has devoted so much time and labour to contribute to a subject still regarded as limited, although more and more in the public eye, shows an anticipation typical of the man; this is no overnight production, but it can rightly claim to be the first specialized reference book of its kind on the subject, and to fulfil a need which has long been recognized.
At the same time, it must not be imagined that it can replace the experience of the academic anatomist; in fact, it will probably be of more value to him than to a medical examiner confronted with the occasional problem for which it is designed. Apart from the main contents there is an extensive list of references.
On one or two subjects some may not entirely agree; for example, on the value of superimposition which, as a photographic technique, is considered by some authorities to demand an extremely objective approach. So too, in such an extensive bibliography, it is somewhat surprising to find that the observations of Professor R Harrison concerning the skeletons of Fuerst and Eadey in the Christie case are omitted.
These, however, are minor criticisms of a book which must be included in the library of all medico-legal departments in the world.
The production is of the usual standard of the publishers, and hence needs no comment. It may seem an expensive book, but it has 113 illustrations. The original text was published during the 1939-45 war, when large numbers of radiographers, also capable of practising some clinical photography, had to be trained. Since then medical photography has become a separate profession with its own examination.
Longmore's Medical
To re-edit a well-established text without completely rewriting it is, under these circumstances, no easy undertaking. Clearly the publisher has not permitted the editors a free hand; otherwise an entirely new book would have emerged.
Although the preface states that the text makes no attempt to replace general textbooks and that elementary matter has been deleted, Section I -Photographic Theoryoccupies 206 of a total of
